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THE WORLD DRIVING

CHAMPIONSHIP

2025 will see the 31st edition of the World Driving
Championship (WDC).

It will feature 10 of the best drivers from all over
the globe, competing in a series of heats at six
meetings and four separate venues.

The WDC has been going either annually or bi-
annually since 1970 with New Zealand having the
best record of any country. It has won it six times,
one more than closest challenger Canada.

Home advantage is considered crucial, with 13
instances of home country drivers winning the
title, including Canadian James MacDonald (2017)
and Frenchman Pierre Vercruysee (2014). Both are
heading to New Zealand this November.

This is the first time New Zealand has been the
sole host of the WDC, after holding it in tandem
with Australia on five previous occasions.

The last two editions have been won by
Rick Ebbinge.

He won't be returning this year. Instead the
Netherlands will be represented by Jaap van Rijn.
The most successful driver ever in the WDC is the
man recognized as Norway's greatest ever driver
UIf Thoresen.

He won it four times from 1973 - 1980.

Known as The Wizard and Mr Goldfinger, he won
over 4000 races in Norway as well as 100s more
overseas.

He died in 1992, aged 46.

All of the drivers in this Championship are vastly
experienced with MacDonald, Hall, and Minnucci
leading the pack with over 4000 career wins.

Minnucci's best known for his association with
Varenne, the ltalian superstar known as the
greatest trotter of all time .

Drivers this year are:
Brett Beckwith (USA)
Mats Djuse (Sweden)

Gary Hall Junior (Australia)
James MacDonald (Canada)
Giampaolo Minnucci (Italy)
Michael Nimczyk (Germany)
Blair Orange (N2)
Santtu Raitala(Finland)

Jaap van Rijn (The Netherlands)

Pierre VVercruysee (France)
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BEST MOMENT: (Im) Themightyquinn Sydney Winning the Inter Dominion in 2013.

CANADA

James
MacDonalad

Santtu
altala

BEST MOMENT: Winning the Kuninkuusravit race (for coldblooded horses) with a horse
named Evartti.

FRANCE
LIFETIME WINS:

Pierre OVER 2270
Vercruysse

BEST MOMENT: When | won in Cesena the Championnat Européen (European Championship)
with Renommee D'obret in 2011 (only win for France with Idéal du Gazeau winner in 1980).

Michael
imczy

BEST MOMENT: Winning fillies Derby Germany (twice). Winning in Solvalla at Elitloppet
weekend. Winning in Paris Vincennes
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ITALY

Miantee

BEST MOMENT: It was when | won the Prix dAmerique with Varenne. It was a dream
come true.

NETHERLANDS
d a a Va n LIFETIME WINS:

p OVER 600
BEST MOMENT: The biggest goal in my career was to win in Vincennes, (Paris) as it is,
in my opinion, the best competition in the world!

NEW ZEALAND
Bla | r LIFETIME WINS:
OVER 2290

Orange

BEST MOMENT: Winning the New Zealand Cup - Dominion double with Cruz Bromac
& Habibi Inta in 2019

Sl[\v;/T;Nts
juse

Lo

BEST MOMENT: Winning a Stake race for my father.
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WORLD DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIP
FORMAT AND PRIZES

Drivers earn points in each heat based on finishing positions.

The competitor with the highest total score at the end of the series will be crowned
World Driving Champion.

In the case of a tie, placings and wins will determine the final standings.

PRIZE POOL - $55,000 USD:
Champion: $25,000 USD
Runner-Up: $12,500 USD

Third: $6,000 USD

Fourth: $4,000 USD

Fifth: $2,500 USD

Sixth-10th: $1,000 USD each

Points updates will be available as soon as possible on the HRNZ social media pages
and at wdc25.nz



https://wdc25.nz/

VENUE

Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium
Not held due to COVID-19

Sweden

Canada

Australia

France

USA

Norway

Australia, New Zealand

[taly

Canada

Finland, Sweden

Australia

Germany

USA

Germany, Belgium, France
Australia, New Zealand

Canada

Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway
Australia, New Zealand

Macau

Norway, Finland, West Germany, Italy
Australia, New Zealand

USA, Canada

West Germany, France, Norway
Championship not conducted
Australia, New Zealand

West Germany, Norway, France
Austria, France, West Germany, Italy
USA, Canada

USA, Canada

USA, Canada

CHAMPION
RICK EBBINGE

RICK EBBINGE
JAMES MacDONALD
DEXTER DUNN
PIERRE VERCRUYSSE
JODY JAMIESON
BIRGER JORGENSEN

CHRISTOPHE MARTENS
ROBERTO ANDREGHETTI

MARK JONES
JODY JAMIESON
SYLVAIN FILION
HEINZ WEWERING
DAVE MAGEE
HEINZ WEWERING
MAURICE MCKENDRY
RON PIERCE
TED E DEMMLER

ANTHONY (TONY) HERLIHY

ROBERT CAMERON
ULF THORESEN
ULF THORESEN
KEVIN HOLMES
ULF THORESEN

KEITH ADDISON
JOE MARSH JNR
ULF THORESEN
GUISEPPE GUZZINATI
ADOLF UBLEIS
HERVE FILION

WORLD DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIP
ALL TIME WINNERS

NATION REPRESENTED
The Netherlands

The Netherlands
Canada

New Zealand
France
Canada
Denmark
Belgium

[taly

New Zealand
Canada
Canada
Germany
United States
Germany
New Zealand
United States
Australia
New Zealand
New Zealand
Norway
Norway

New Zealand

Norway

Australia
United States
Norway

[taly

Austria

Canada

Note: World Driving Championship was held annually until 1979, thereafter it became a bi-annual event




WHERE IN NEW ZEALAND
WE ARE RACING

20 HEATS OVER 9 DAYS (NQV 2-11) AT SIX
MEETINGS AT FOUR VENUES

CAMBRIDGE
&l . 5 NOVEMBER

KAIKOU
2 & 3 NOVEMBER

WINTON
9 NOVEMBER

ADDINGTON
7 NOVEMBER & 11 NOVEMBER (IRT NZ
TROTTING CUP DAY)
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DINGT

Addington is what they call harness racing "headquarters". It holds a number of the
key meetings throughout the year, none bigger than the IRT New Zealand Trotting
Cup day on the second Tuesday of November. The main features on the day are the
New Zealand Cup and the Renwick Farms Dominion Trot. Fittingly the last heat of
the WDC and the crowning of the world champion will be part of what is already
New Zealand racing's biggest day. A crowd of around 15,000 will be on course.

AddingtPn RERENEW
& Events Centre
f'zeoom START

SRIDGIE

Cambridge in the Waikato is known as the "town of trees and champions".

It has a charm all of its own and is a two hour (or so) drive from Auckland. It is the
heart of thoroughbed racing in New Zealand though harness racing does have a
strong following, with Cambridge Raceway's biggest meeting being its Night of

Champions in April.
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Kaikoura is one of New Zealand's tourist meccas, well known for its whale
watching and other attractions. The South Bay race course which will host the
opening rounds of the WDC is acknowledged as one of the most scenic race
tracks in the world witht he track located right alongside South Bay.

FINISH
B . Q
.

“\ ENTRANCE
A

<

1900M START

Kaikoura Tr?ttihg Club

Winton is the most southern venue for the WDC. It is an area steeped in harness
racing tradition and its track is hailed as one of the fastest in the country. Winton is
30 kilometres north of Invercargill, the province's main city, and has a population of

just a few thousand.
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITE LINKS

WE INVITE YOU TO THE MEDIA SESSION AT THE
COMMODORE HOTEL ON NOV 1 AT 10.30AM.

If you require access to the drivers areas on course please
contact for a media pass

wdc25.nz

HarnessRacingNZ

harnessracingnz

For any media enquiries/information contact:

courtney@hrnz.co.nz @HarnessRacingNZ

For more information:
wdc25.nz

Media Dropbox (photos and
videos from the Championship
will be available for download.

OOV

E
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https://wdc25.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/HarnessRacingNZ
https://x.com/HarnessRacingNZ
https://www.instagram.com/harnessracingnz/
https://wdc25.nz/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/780zwue4kzq9akdigeaug/ABKH-CB-jKSbsRJSbeksuW8?rlkey=wfek35n9eyox3k4i393ca0q1c&e=1&st=9cs1wxhy&dl=0

C £ : 5 HARNESS RACING NEW ZEALAND

/" 14 Wrights Road, Christchurch 8024
o HARNESS RACING PO Box 459, Christchurch 8140
NEW ZEALAND www.hrnz.co.nz
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